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Arts4MC Announces the 2026/2027 Monterey County Youth Poet Laureate
Anton MacLachlan of Monterey County becomes the next Youth Poet Laureate

[SALINAS, CA. June 2, 2026] The Arts Council for Monterey County (Arts4MC) is proud to announce
Anton MacLachlan of Pacific Grove High School as the 2026/2027 Monterey County Youth Poet
Laureate (YPL). Anton officially begins his one-year term on July 1st, during which he will participate
in countywide events, promote poetry and literacy, and receive a $1,000 honorarium.

Applicants for the Youth Poet Laureate program submitted a resume, statements on civic engagement
and social justice, and five original poems. A distinguished panel of judges evaluated submissions
based on content, theme, voice, structure, and community impact. This year’s panel included Dr.
Chrissy Hernandez, poet and professor; Marie Boucher, Monterey County Poet Laureate; and Jesus
Valenzuela, Community Schools Coordinator for Steinbeck Elementary School in Salinas.

In addition to Anton’s recognition, Arts4MC would like to acknowledge Runner-Up Asia Bonney of
Carmel High School and Merani Navarro Delgadillo of North Monterey County High School. Honorable
Mentions were also awarded to Alina Milet Alvarez Lepe of North Salinas High School, Victoria
Nunez-Lazaro of Big Sur, and Emory Teta of York School.

“Our youth carry powerful stories, perspectives, and creativity that deserve to be heard,” said
Jacquie Atchison, Executive Director of Arts4dMC. “The Youth Poet Laureate program creates
opportunities for young people to share their voices, inspire empowering conversations, and
strengthen community through storytelling, creativity, and connection.”

Throughout his term, Anton will collaborate with current Monterey County Poet Laureate Marie
Boucher, to organize and participate in events and presentations that promote poetry, spoken word,
and youth expression throughout the county.

The community is invited to celebrate Anton’s appointment through two special events on Tuesday,
June 9th:

- Board of Supervisors Recognition: Join us at the County Government Center (168 W. Alisal,
Salinas) at 10:30 AM, as Anton receives an official resolution honoring his new role.

- Commencement Ceremony: At 5:30 PM, join us for a special ceremony in the Community Room at
the Marina Library, located at 190 Seaside Cir. in Marina, featuring performances by Anton and five
other exceptional youth poets.

The Monterey County Youth Poet Laureate program, organized by Arts4MC in collaboration with Urban
Word, testifies to the power of youth voices in shaping community and fostering artistic excellence.
This initiative is officially recognized by the Monterey County Board of Supervisors, underscoring the
vital importance of young artists in driving social change.
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For more details about the Youth Poet Laureate program, please visit
arts4mc.org/youth-poet-laureate.

2026/2027 Monterey County Youth Poet Laureate

Anton MacLachlan
Pacific Grove High School

Anton MacLachlan was born in El Salvador, and spent his early
childhood living with his family in Malta and China. He then moved
to New Jersey, where he discovered his love for music, dancing,
languages, math and many other things.

He first began writing poems during the Covid pandemic. In 2025,
he moved to Pacific Grove where he attends Pacific Grove High
School. Since then, he has appeared in two PGHS musicals, and
performs with the PGHS orchestra, jazz band, and choir. He also
sings with the Monterey Jazz Festival All-Star Vocal Ensemble,
plays piano with the Monterey Jazz Festival All-Star Big Band, and
is currently in rehearsal for his third musical with Pacific
Repertory Theater in Carmel.

Hit#

Arts Council for Monterey County (Arts4MC) is committed to enhancing the quality of life for all residents in our region
through the arts. We provide a variety of ways to make art more accessible to everyone, including but not limited to
providing Arts Education programs through schools and community organizations, offering business resources for artists
and nonprofits through BusinessWorks, creating studio and public art spaces for local artists by Curating Public
Exhibitions and via ArtWorks, awarding Scholarships, and providing Grant Funding to individual artists and nonprofits
for community programs and events related to arts and culture. To learn more, visit arts4mc.org.
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Arts4MC Anuncia el 2026/2027 Poeta Laureado Juvenil del Condado de Monterey
Anton MacLachlan, del Condado de Monterey, se Convierte en Proximo Poeta Laureado Juvenil

[SALINAS, CA. 2 de junio, 2026] El Consejo de las Artes del Condado de Monterey (Arts4MC) se
enorgullece de anunciar a Anton MacLachlan, de la Preparatoria Pacific Grove, como el Poeta
Laureado Juvenil (YPL) del Condado de Monterey para el periodo 2026/2027. El comenzara
oficialmente su mandato de un ano el 1 de julio, durante el cual participara activamente en eventos
del condado, promovera la poesia y la alfabetizacion, y recibira un honorario de $1,000.

Los candidatos al programa Joven Poeta Laureado presentaron un curriculum, unas declaraciones
sobre compromiso civico y justicia social, y cinco poemas originales. Un distinguido jurado evaluo las
candidaturas basandose en el contenido, la tematica, el estilo, la estructura y el impacto en la
comunidad. El jurado de este afio estuvo compuesto por la Dra. Chrissy Hernandez, poeta y
profesora; Marie Boucher, Poeta Laureada del condado de Monterey; y Jesus Valenzuela, coordinador
de escuelas comunitarias de la escuela primaria Steinbeck en Salinas.

Ademas del reconocimiento a Anton, Arts4MC desea felicitar a las finalista Asia Bonney, de la Escuela
Secundaria Carmel, y a Merani Navarro Delgadillo, de la Escuela Secundaria del Norte del Condado de
Monterey. También se otorgaron menciones honorificas a Alina Milet Alvarez Lepe, de la Escuela
Secundaria North Salinas; a Victoria NUunez-Lazaro, de Big Sur; y a Emory Teta, de la Escuela York.

«Nuestros jovenes tienen historias, perspectivas y creatividad poderosas que merecen ser
escuchadas», afirmo Jacquie Atchison, directora ejecutiva de Arts4MC. «El programa de Poeta
Laureado Juvenil crea oportunidades para que los jovenes compartan sus voces, inspiren
conversaciones empoderadoras y fortalezcan la comunidad».

A lo largo de su mandato, Anton colaborara con Marie Boucher, actual poeta laureada del condado de
Monterey, para organizar y participar en eventos y presentaciones que promuevan la poesia, la
palabra hablada y la expresion juvenil en todo el condado.

La comunidad esta invitada a celebrar el nombramiento de Anton a través de dos eventos especiales
el martes 9 de junio:

- Reconocimiento de la Junta de Supervisores: a las 10:30 AM, acompaienos en el Centro de
Gobierno del Condado (168 W. Alisal, Salinas) para ver como Anton recibe una resolucion oficial en
honor a su nuevo puesto.

- Ceremonia de Inauguracion: a las 5:30 PM, asista a una ceremonia especial en la Sala Comunitaria
de la Biblioteca de Marina, situada en 190 Seaside Cir. en Marina, en la que se presentaran Antony
otros cinco poetas jovenes excepcionales.
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El programa de Poeta Laureado Juvenil del Condado de Monterey, organizado por Arts4MC en
colaboracion con Urban Word, pone de manifiesto el poder de las voces de los jovenes en la
formacion de la comunidad y el fomento de la excelencia artistica. Esta iniciativa cuenta con el
reconocimiento oficial de la Junta de Supervisores del Condado de Monterey, lo que subraya la
importancia vital de los jovenes artistas para impulsar el cambio social. Podras disfrutar de las
actuaciones de Anton, los finalistas y las finalistas con mencion especial.

Para obtener mas informacion sobre el programa del Poeta Laureado Juvenil, visite
arts4mc.org/youth-poet-laureate.

2026/2027 Poeta Laureado Juvenil del Condado de Monterey

Anton MacLachlan
Pacific Grove High School

Anton MacLachlan nacié en El Salvador y pasoé su primera
infancia viviendo con su familia en Malta y China.
Posteriormente se mudo a Nueva Jersey, donde descubrio su
pasion por la musica, el baile, los idiomas, las matematicas y
muchas otras cosas.

Empezo a escribir poemas durante la pandemia de la COVID-19.
En 2025, se mudéd a Pacific Grove, donde estudia en el instituto
Pacific Grove High School. Desde entonces, ha participado en
dos musicales del PGHS y actua con la orquesta, la banda de
jazz y el coro del centro. También canta con el Monterey Jazz
Festival All-Star Vocal Ensemble, toca el piano con la Monterey
Jazz Festival All-Star Big Band y, actualmente, esta ensayando
para su tercer musical con el Pacific Repertory Theater en

Carmel.

HitH

Arts Council for Monterey County (Arts4MC) se compromete a mejorar la calidad de vida de todos los residentes de
nuestra region através de las artes. Ofrecemos una variedad de maneras de hacer el arte mds accesible a todos,
incluyendo, pero no limitado a proporcionar programas de Educacion Artistica a través de escuelas y organizaciones
comunitarias, ofreciendo recursos de negocios para artistas y organizaciones sin fines de lucro a través de BusinessWorks,
la creacion de espacios de estudio y de arte publico para artistas locales mediante la Curaduria De Exposiciones Publicas
y a través de ArtWorks, la concesion de Becas, y la concesion de Subvenciones a artistas individuales y organizaciones sin
fines de lucro para programas comunitarios y eventos relacionados con las artes y la cultura. Para mds informacion, visite
arts4mc.org.
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