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Local Youth Take the Stage at the Monterey County Poetry Out Loud Competition
Antony Gabrik of Pacific Grove crowned the 2026 County Champion

[SALINAS, CA - JANUARY 31, 2026] - On Saturday, January 31, Monterey County Office of Education’s
Black Box Theater transformed into a hub of literary performance as the Arts Council for Monterey
County (Arts4MC) hosted the annual Monterey County Poetry Out Loud (POL) competition. High school
students from across the county demonstrated exceptional skill in the art of oral interpretation,
competing for the chance to represent the region at the state level.

After several rounds of moving performances, Arts4MC is proud to announce this year’s top finishers:

First Place: Antony Gabrik (Pacific Grove High School)
Second Place (tie): Milagros Santiago Gonzalez (Alisal High School) and Ozzy Godoy (Palma School)
Third Place: Amelia Quintana (Rancho San Juan High School)
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“It was a fantastic experience coming here to the Monterey County Office of Education and hearing
everyone deliver their poems,” shared Antony Gabrik, winner of the 2026 Monterey County Poetry Out
Loud competition. He especially enjoyed “hearing everyone else's delivery and just the whole
atmosphere of the poetry competition, with all the fantastic judges and also our local youth poet
laureate.”

Poetry Out Loud is a national arts education program that encourages students to learn about great
poetry through memorization and recitation. From a diverse anthology of more than 1,200 works,
participants select and master poems with complex rhythms and themes, bringing the written word to
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life through performance. The journey to the county finals began last fall, as local high schools
prepared for and held their own campus competitions. Only the top students from those rounds
advanced to this stage, representing their schools in the county-wide championship.

“Watching these students take ownership of these poems is a powerful experience,” said Jacquie
Atchison, Executive Director of Arts4MC. “They aren’t just reciting lines; they are the voices of the
next generation interpreting human emotion and history with incredible poise and clarity. We are
honored to provide a platform for their voices.”

Performances were evaluated by a panel of judges on criteria including physical presence, voice and
articulation, dramatic interpretation, and evidence of understanding. The 2026 champion received a
$150 prize, with second and third-place winners receiving $100 and $50, respectively. To recognize the
dedication of all finalists, every participant was awarded a $25 honorarium.

The path continues for Monterey County’s champion. Antony Gabrik will now advance to the California
State Poetry Out Loud contest held in mid-March. The state winner will earn a $200 prize and a trip to
Washington, D.C., to compete in the national finals this spring, where a total of $50,000 in awards and
school stipends will be distributed.

For more information on the Poetry Out Loud program or to learn how your school can participate in
the upcoming season, visit arts4mc.org. To learn about the California Poetry Out Loud contest, please

visit capoetryoutloud.org or poetryoutloud.org.
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Arts Council for Monterey County (Arts4MC) is committed to enhancing the quality of life for all residents in our region
through the arts. We provide a variety of ways to make art more accessible to everyone, including but not limited to
providing Arts Education programs through schools and community organizations, offering business resources for artists and
nonprofits through BusinessWorks, creating studio and public art spaces for local artists by Curating Public Exhibitions and
via ArtWorks, awarding Scholarships, and providing Grant Funding to individual artists and nonprofits for community
programs and events related to arts and culture. To learn more, visit arts4mc.org.

Poetry Out Loud is a national arts education program that promotes the study of great poetry among high school students
across the United States. This program is presented in partnership with the Arts Council for Monterey County, the National
Endowment for the Arts, the Poetry Foundation, and the California Arts Council. It provides free educational materials and a
dynamic recitation competition to encourage students to engage with poetry and showcase their skills. They have developed
free, standards-based curriculum materials including lesson plans, a teacher’s guide, posters, an online anthology, and video
and audio resources on the art of recitation. These resources are readily available for free on PoetryOutLoud.org.
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Jovenes Locales Suben al Escenario en el Concurso Poetry Out Loud del Condado de

Monterey
Antony Gabrik de Pacific Grove coronado Campeon del Condado 2026

[SALINAS, CA - 31 DE ENERO, 2026] - El sabado 31 de enero, el Black Box Theater de la Oficina de
Educacion del Condado de Monterey se transformé en un centro de actuaciones literarias cuando el
Consejo de las Artes del Condado de Monterey (Arts4MC) organiz6 el concurso anual Poetry Out Loud
(POL) del Condado de Monterey. Estudiantes de secundaria de todo el condado demostraron una
habilidad excepcional en el arte de la interpretacion oral, compitiendo por la oportunidad de
representar a la region a nivel estatal.

Tras varias rondas de emotivas actuaciones, Arts4MC se enorgullece de anunciar a los ganadores de
este ano:

Primer lugar: Antony Gabrik (Pacific Grove High School)
Segundo lugar (empate): Milagros Santiago Gonzalez (Alisal High School) y Ozzy Godoy (Palma School)
Tercer lugar: Amelia Quintana (Rancho San Juan High School)
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«Fue una experiencia fantastica venir aqui, a la Oficina de Educacion del Condado de Monterey, y
escuchar a todos recitar sus poemas», comento Antony Gabrik, ganador del concurso Poetry Out Loud
2026 del Condado de Monterey. Disfrutd especialmente «escuchar las recitaciones de los demas y el
ambiente general del concurso de poesia, con todos los fantasticos jueces y también nuestro joven
poeta laureado local».
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Poetry Out Loud es un programa nacional de educacion artistica que anima a los estudiantes a
aprender sobre la gran poesia a través de la memorizacion y la recitacion. A partir de una antologia
diversa de mas de 1200 obras, los participantes seleccionan y dominan poemas con ritmos y temas
complejos, dando vida a la palabra escrita a través de la interpretacion. El camino hacia la final del
condado comenzo el otoio pasado, cuando las escuelas secundarias locales se prepararon y celebraron
sus propias competiciones en los campus. Solo los mejores estudiantes de esas rondas pasaron a esta
etapa, representando a sus escuelas en el campeonato del condado.

«Ver a estos estudiantes apropiarse de estos poemas es una experiencia poderosa~», dijo Jacquie
Atchison, directora ejecutiva de Arts4MC. «No solo recitan versos, sino que son las voces de la proxima
generacion que interpretan las emociones y la historia humanas con una presencia y claridad
increibles. Es un honor para nosotros poder ofrecerles una plataforma para que expresen sus voces».

Las actuaciones fueron evaluadas por un jurado segun criterios como la presencia fisica, la voz y la
articulacion, la interpretacion dramatica y la demostracion de comprension. El campedn de 2026
recibié un premio de $150, mientras que los ganadores del segundo y tercer lugar recibieron $100 y
$50, respectivamente. Para reconocer la dedicacion de todos los finalistas, cada participante recibio
una gratificacion de $25.

El camino continua para el campedn del condado de Monterey. Antony Gabrik pasara ahora al concurso
Poetry Out Loud del estado de California, que se celebrara a mediados de marzo. El ganador estatal
obtendra un premio de $200 y un viaje a Washington D. C. para competir en la final nacional esta
primavera, donde se repartiran un total de $50,000 en premios y becas escolares.

Para mas informacion sobre el programa Poetry Out Loud o para saber como puede participar su
escuela en la proxima temporada, visite arts4mc.org. Para obtener mas informacion sobre el concurso

California Poetry Out Loud, visite capoetryoutloud.org o poetryoutloud.org.
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Arts Council for Monterey County (Arts4MC) se compromete a mejorar la calidad de vida de todos los residentes de nuestra region através
de las artes. Ofrecemos una variedad de maneras de hacer el arte mds accesible a todos, incluyendo, pero no limitado a proporcionar
programas de Educacion Artistica a través de escuelas y organizaciones comunitarias, ofreciendo recursos de negocios para artistas y
organizaciones sin fines de lucro a través de BusinessWorks, la creacion de espacios de estudio y de arte publico para artistas locales
mediante la Curaduria De Exposiciones Publicas y a través de ArtWorks, la concesion de Becas, y la concesion de Subvenciones a artistas
individuales y organizaciones sin fines de lucro para programas comunitarios y eventos relacionados con las artes y la cultura. Para mds
informacion, visite arts4mc.org.

Poetry Out Loud es un programa nacional de educacion artistica que promueve el estudio de la gran poesia entre los estudiantes de
secundaria de todo Estados Unidos. Este programa se presenta en colaboracion con el Arts Council for Condado de Monterey, el National
Endowment for the Arts, la Poetry Foundation y el California Arts Council. Proporciona material educativo gratuito y un dindmico concurso
de recitacion para animar a los estudiantes a dedicarse a la poesia y mostrar sus habilidades. Han desarrollado materiales curriculares
gratuitos y basados en estdndares, que incluyen planes de clase, una guia del profesor, carteles, una antologia en linea y recursos de video y
audio sobre el arte del recitado. Estos recursos estdn disponibles gratuitamente en PoetryOutLoud.org.
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