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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Contact: Nelly Otsu, Communications Director
Arts Council for Monterey County
831-622-9060 x 110 nelly@arts4mc.org

Andy Williams Unveils "Monterey County: A Painter's Chronicle - 40 Years in
Steinbeck County" at ArtWorks @Salinas

[MONTEREY, CA. July 1, 2025] ArtWorks @Salinas is excited to present its latest exhibition, opening
July 1 through September 26, featuring renowned local artist Andy Williams and his collection,
“Monterey County: A Painter’s Chronicle - 40 Years in Steinbeck Country.

A celebrated painter known for his evocative depictions of Monterey County’s landscapes and life,
Williams has spent four decades capturing life in Monterey County, from the fields of Salinas to Fort
Ord’s historic grounds and the rugged beauty of its beaches. His exhibit showcases paintings from the
last 40 years, spanning multiple mediums, all tied together by a deep connection to the region’s
landscapes, people, and culture.

Complementing Williams’ work is a special exhibit of luminous fused glass sculptures by Jill Casty,
known for her vibrant interplay of light and color. Casty’s pieces will be on display through October
26. Also featured for a limited time is a curated selection of acrylic paintings by Gregory Gallardo—
also known as “Gregorytheartist”—adding a bold visual counterpoint to the exhibit.

Additionally, ArtWorks @Salinas will feature a rotating monthly showcase of resident ArtWorks
artists, offering fresh perspectives throughout the exhibition period:

e July: “Monterey Spring” by Shagufta Khan
e August: “Art on the Edge” by Edgar Lorenzo
e September: “Blending the Abstract with the Fantastic” by Nate Stapleton

Location: ArtWorks @Salinas 262 Main Street, Salinas

Gallery Hours: Tuesday 10 AM - 2 PM, and Friday - Sunday: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM. Always free to the
public.

As part of the summer exhibition, ArtWorks @Salinas will host three Special Artist Receptions each
month as an opportunity to meet the artists and engage with their work in a lively, welcoming
setting. Typically held at 5pm on each First Friday, July’s reception will take place on July 11 due to
the holiday weekend, followed by August 1 and September 5.

In addition, visitors are invited to explore the vibrant creative hub of ArtWorks @Salinas’ artist
studios and artisanal shop, where over 10 local artists and artisans showcase their work each week.

For more on ArtWorks @Salinas visit, arts4mc.org/artworks or @artworkssalinas.
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Arts Council for Monterey County (Arts4MC) is committed to enhancing the quality of life for all residents in our region
through the arts. We provide a variety of ways to make art more accessible to everyone, including but not limited to
providing Arts Education programs through schools and community organizations, offering business resources for artists
and nonprofits through BusinessWorks, creating studio and public art spaces for local artists by Curating Public
Exhibitions and via ArtWorks, awarding Scholarships, and providing Grant Funding to individual artists and nonprofits
for community programs and events related to arts and culture. To learn more, visit arts4mc.org.

Featured Exhibiting Artist:

“Monterey County: A Painter’s Chronicle — 40 Years in Steinbeck Country”

Andy Williams

Andy Williams is an award-winning artist who started his journey in painting in
1973. A watercolor lesson from an artist friend started a lifelong passion and
sparked everyday painting sessions, inspiring more lessons with other established
artists. He then enrolled in the fine arts programs at Cabrillo College followed by
art studies at San Jose State University, culminating in a Master’s degree in
painting 1985.

After graduation, Andy was juried into the prestigious Centennial exhibition at the Crocker Museum
in Sacramento in 1985 and then won a First Award in the Santa Cruz Art League’s annual Statewide
Exhibition. Andy was soon represented in several galleries, including the Zantman Gallery in Carmel,
California, the Himowitz-Soloman Gallery in Sacramento, and the Tager Gallery in Santa Cruz. In
2006, he was juried into the prestigious Carmel Art Association as an Exhibiting Artist Member.

Andy has always considered himself a “Realist” painter. His primary influences come from 20th
century California painters Wayne Thiebaud and Richard Diebenkorn as well as the more
contemporary artists Randal Sexton and Ken Auster.

Andy has an extensive body of work in several mediums, including watercolor, acrylic, oil, and wax
encaustic. His subjects range from California desert and Monterey County landscapes and seascapes
to large florals, shiny cars, Airstream trailers, and luscious desserts.

In 2025 and 2026, Andy’s work will be featured in solo exhibitions at ArtWorks @Salinas, The Carmel
Art Association gallery in Carmel, and the Borrego Art Center in Borrego Springs, California.
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Special Exhibits:

Jill Casty

Working in Italy, Mexico, and California, Jill Casty now focuses on unique
sculptures with ensembles of brilliant, colorful fused glass and various metals.
Earlier, in the United States, a large part of her career was devoted to the
creation of large-scale works for public places. Her current work is more intimate
in scale, personal in style, theme, and emotion. It is a joyful celebration of the

. grace and beauty that still can be found in the discordance of the modern world—
a lyrical expression of the harmony that still exists between the natural world
and the world of modern materials and technology.

Gregory Gallardo

Known professionally as Gregorytheartist, he is a Salinas-based painter and

¢ muralist with a deep personal connection to art and advocacy. As a combat

" veteran grappling with PTSD and bipolar disorder, Gregory channels his
experiences into vibrant, textured acrylic canvases that explore serene
landscapes. His artistic journey not only expresses his natural talent and spiritual

| gratitude but also serves as a platform to raise awareness about mental health,

embodying a commitment to community through volunteerism and collaborative
cultural events in Salinas.
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ArtWorks Resident Artists:
. Shagufta Khan

-
- fia: Shagufta Khan is an abstract-impressionist artist whose work explores emotion,
A=, connection, and universal themes like nature as a healer and family as a lifeline.
#a Guided by intuition, she paints spontaneously, allowing colors and movement to
flow freely, creating pieces rich with motion, emotion, and personal

interpretation.

Beyond her studio, Khan fosters community healing through art, leading
Therapeutic Art Sessions that combine creative expression with breathwork and
energy work. She also hosts the Artist’s Quicksand Interview Series, uplifts local
creatives through the Beautiful Monterey Art Canvas Collage (set to complete in
2026), and shares her designs via SK Studios Wearable Art.

Edgar “Edge” Lorenzo

4 Edgar Lorenzo is a traditional animator and visual artist. Originally from the

ik Philippines, Edgar began his journey in the animation industry working on a wide
range of projects that shaped his foundation in hand-drawn and narrative-driven
art.

Today, Edgar continues to expand his creative practice, blending traditional
drawing with multimedia storytelling. His work reflects both technical mastery,
exploring original characters, themes, and moods that speak to universal
emotions.

Currently a resident artist at ArtWorks @Salinas, Edgar shares his craft and creative insight with the
community, inspiring others through his dedication to artistic growth and cultural expression.

' Nate Stapleton

| Nate Stapleton is a multidisciplinary artist whose creative path was sparked in
childhood by a deep love for comic books, sci-fi, and fantasy. These early
inspirations led him to drawing and later painting, influenced by artists like
Munch, Monet, and Pollock.

His abstract charcoal pieces were exhibited in early adulthood, but his visual
practice paused as he faced addiction, finding temporary creative refuge in
music.

Now sober, Nate returns to painting with renewed purpose—blending abstraction and fantasy to
explore themes of hope, pain, alienation, and wonder. His work reflects a lifelong commitment to
storytelling and transformation.
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PARA PUBLICACION INMEDIATA

Contacto: Nelly Otsu, Directora de Comunicaciones
Arts Council for Monterey County

831-622-9060 x 110 nelly@arts4mc.org

Andy Williams presenta "Condado de Monterey: Crénica de un pintor
- 40 anos en la tierra de Steinbeck"” en ArtWorks @Salinas

[MONTEREY, CA. 1 DE JULIO, 2025] ArtWorks @Salinas se complace en presentar su Ultima
exposicion, que se inaugurara el 1 de julio y permanecera abierta hasta el 26 de septiembre, en la
que participara el renombrado artista local Andy Williams y su coleccion, " Condado de Monterey:
Cronica de un pintor - 40 afnos en la tierra de Steinbeck”.

Williams, célebre pintor conocido por sus evocadoras representaciones de los paisajes y la vida del
Condado de Monterey, lleva cuatro décadas retratando la vida de esta region, desde los campos de
Salinas hasta los terrenos historicos de Fort Ord y la belleza agreste de sus playas. Su exposicion
muestra pinturas de los Gltimos 40 aios, que abarcan multiples medios, todos unidos por una
profunda conexion con los paisajes, la gente y la cultura de la region.

Como complemento a las obras de Williams, se expone una muestra especial de luminosas esculturas
de vidrio fundido de Jill Casty, conocida por su vibrante juego de luces y colores. Las piezas de Casty
estaran expuestas hasta el 26 de octubre. Durante un tiempo limitado, también se exhibira una
seleccion de pinturas acrilicas de Gregory Gallardo, también conocido como «Gregorytheartist», que
aportan un atrevido contrapunto visual a la exposicion.

Ademas, ArtWorks @Salinas contara con una muestra mensual rotativa de artistas residentes de
ArtWorks, que ofrecera nuevas perspectivas durante todo el periodo de exposicion:

e Julio: «Primavera de Monterrey» de Shagufta Khan
e Agosto: «Arte al limite» de Edgar Lorenzo
e Septiembre: «Uniendo lo abstracto y lo fantastico» de Nate Stapleton

Ubicacion: ArtWorks @Salinas 262 Main Street, Salinas

Horario de la galeria: Martes, de 10 AM a 2 PM, y viernes a domingo, de 10 AM a 4 PM. Siempre gratis
para el publico.

Como parte de la exposicion de verano, ArtWorks @Salinas organizara tres recepciones especiales de
artistas cada mes como una oportunidad para conocer a los artistas y disfrutar de su trabajo en un
ambiente animado y acogedor. La recepcion de julio, que suele celebrarse a las 5 de la tarde cada
primer viernes, se realizara el 11 de julio debido al fin de semana festivo, seguido por el 1 de agosto
y el 5 de septiembre.

Ademas, se invita a los visitantes a explorar el vibrante centro creativo de los estudios de artistas y
la tiendita de artesania de ArtWorks @Salinas, donde mas de 10 artistas y artesanos locales exponen
sus obras cada semana.

Para mas informacion sobre ArtWorks @Salinas, visite arts4mc.org/artworks o @artworkssalinas.
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Arts Council for Monterey County (Arts4MC) se compromete a mejorar la calidad de vida de todos los residentes de
nuestra region através de las artes. Ofrecemos una variedad de maneras de hacer el arte mds accesible a todos,
incluyendo, pero no limitado a proporcionar programas de Educacion Artistica a través de escuelas y organizaciones
comunitarias, ofreciendo recursos de negocios para artistas y organizaciones sin fines de lucro a través de BusinessWorks,
la creacidn de espacios de estudio y de arte publico para artistas locales mediante la Curaduria De Exposiciones Publicas
y a través de ArtWorks, la concesion de Becas, y la concesion de Subvenciones a artistas individuales y organizaciones sin
fines de lucro para programas comunitarios y eventos relacionados con las artes y la cultura. Para mds informacion, visite
arts4mc.org.

Artista destacado de la exposicién:

Andy Williams

Andy Williams es un artista galardonado que comenzé su carrera como pintor en
1973. Una leccién de acuarela de un amigo artista comenzé una pasion de toda
la vida y provoco sesiones de pintura diarias, inspirando mas lecciones con otros
artistas establecidos. A continuacion, se matriculd en los programas de bellas
artes del Cabrillo College, seguidos de estudios de arte en la Universidad Estatal
de San José, que culminaron con un master en pintura en 1985.

Después de su graduacion, Andy fue jurado en la prestigiosa exposicion del Centenario en el Museo
Crocker en Sacramento en 1985 y luego gand un Primer Premio en la Exposicion Anual Estatal de la
Liga de Arte de Santa Cruz. Andy pronto estuvo representado en varias galerias, como la Zantman
Gallery de Carmel (California), la Himowitz-Soloman Gallery de Sacramento y la Tager Gallery de
Santa Cruz. En 2006, formo parte del jurado de la prestigiosa Carmel Art Association como miembro
expositor.

Andy siempre se ha considerado un pintor «realista». Sus principales influencias proceden de los
pintores californianos del siglo XX Wayne Thiebaud y Richard Diebenkorn, asi como de los artistas
mas contemporaneos Randal Sexton y Ken Auster.

Andy tiene una extensa obra en varios medios, como acuarela, acrilico, 6leo y cera encaustica. Sus
temas abarcan desde paisajes desérticos y marinos de California y el Condado de Monterey hasta
grandes flores, coches relucientes, remolques Airstream y deliciosos postres.

En 2025 y 2026, la obra de Andy se presentara en exposiciones individuales en ArtWorks @Salinas, la
galeria Carmel Art Association en Carmel, y el Borrego Art Center en Borrego Springs, California.
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Exposiciones especiales:

Jill Casty

Trabajando en Italia, México y California, Jill Casty se centra ahora en esculturas
Unicas con conjuntos de brillante y colorido vidrio fundido y diversos metales.
Anteriormente, en Estados Unidos, dedico gran parte de su carrera a la creacion
de obras a gran escala para lugares publicos. Su obra actual es de escala mas
intima, personal en estilo, tema y emocion. Es una celebracion gozosa de la
gracia y la belleza que aun pueden encontrarse en la discordancia del mundo
moderno, una expresion lirica de la armonia que aun existe entre el mundo
natural y el mundo de los materiales y la tecnologia modernos.

Gregory Gallardo

Conocido profesionalmente como Gregorytheartist, es un pintor y muralista de
1 Salinas con una profunda conexion personal con el arte y la defensa. Como

| veterano de combate que lucha contra el TEPT vy el trastorno bipolar, Gregory
canaliza sus experiencias en lienzos acrilicos vibrantes y texturados que exploran
\ paisajes serenos. Su viaje artistico no solo expresa su talento natural y su

| gratitud espiritual, sino que también sirve de plataforma para concienciar sobre
la salud mental, encarnando un compromiso con la comunidad a través del
voluntariado y la colaboracion en eventos culturales en Salinas.
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Artistas residentes de ArtWorks:

Shagufta Khan

1
«'} Shagufta Khan es una artista impresionista abstracta cuya obra explora la

2]

emocion, la conexion y temas universales como la naturaleza como sanadora y la
familia como salvavidas. Guiada por la intuicion, pinta espontaneamente, dejando
que los colores y el movimiento fluyan libremente, creando obras llenas de
movimiento, emocioén e interpretacion personal.

Mas alla de su estudio, Khan fomenta la curacion de la comunidad a través del
arte, dirigiendo sesiones de arte terapéutico que combinan la expresion creativa
con la respiracion y el trabajo energético. También organiza la serie de
entrevistas “Artist's Quicksand”, anima a los creativos locales a través del bello Monterey Art Canvas
Collage (cuya finalizacion esta prevista para 2026) y comparte sus disenos a través de SK Studios
Wearable Art.

Edgar “Edge” Lorenzo

Edgar Lorenzo es un animador tradicional y artista visual. Originario de Filipinas,
Edgar comenzo6 en la industria de la animacion trabajando en una amplia gama de
proyectos que dieron forma a sus cimientos en el arte dibujado a mano y
narrativo.

En la actualidad, Edgar sigue ampliando su practica creativa, combinando el
dibujo tradicional con la narracion multimedia. Su obra refleja el dominio
técnico, explorando personajes originales, temas y estados de animo que hablan
de emociones universales.

Actualmente, Edgar es artista residente en ArtWorks @Salinas y comparte su arte y su vision creativa
con la comunidad, inspirando a otros a través de su dedicacion al crecimiento artistico y la expresion
cultural.

1 Nate Stapleton

“ Nate Stapleton es un artista multidisciplinar cuya trayectoria creativa se inicio en
& la infancia con un profundo amor por los comics, la ciencia ficcion y la fantasia.
Estas primeras inspiraciones le llevaron al dibujo y mas tarde a la pintura,
influido por artistas como Munch, Monet y Pollock.

Sus obras abstractas a carboncillo se expusieron en la edad adulta temprana,
pero su practica visual se interrumpié cuando se enfrento6 a la adiccion,
encontrando un refugio creativo temporal en la musica.

Ahora, sobrio, Nate vuelve a pintar con un proposito renovado, combinando
abstraccion y fantasia para explorar temas como la esperanza, el dolor, la alienacion y el asombro.
Su obra refleja el compromiso de toda una vida con la narracién y la transformacion.
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