ARTS COUNCIL

For Monterey County
Enriching the lives of our community through the arts

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Nelly Otsu, Communications Director
Arts Council for Monterey County
831-622-9060 x 110 nelly@arts4mc.org

South Monterey County Artist, Javier Lopez Jr., Debuts New Exhibit
at ArtWorks @Salinas: “Home: From the Valley to the Peninsula”

[MONTEREY, CA. MARCH 20, 2025] ArtWorks is thrilled to announce its upcoming exhibit, "Home:
From the Valley to the Peninsula,” featuring the stunning works of local artist Javier Lopez Jr. This
exhibit will run from April 4 to June 27, 2025, at ArtWorks in Salinas.

Born in Salinas and raised amidst the scenic charm of South Monterey County, Javier Lopez Jr. brings
the essence of his home to life through his stunning oil and acrylic paintings. A Studio Art graduate
from Fresno State, Lopez returned to Greenfield to immerse himself in capturing the landscapes and
people that shaped his upbringing. His artwork serves as a heartfelt tribute to the region’s
breathtaking natural beauty and its vibrant, close-knit community.

“Using oil paint on canvas, | interpret my experience of living in Monterey County, from the Salinas
Valley to the Monterey Peninsula,” shares Lopez. “From hiking our parks to simply stepping outside to
admire a sunset or sunrise, | work to capture those fleeting moments of the beauty that can be
discovered in our area, an ode to home.”

As part of this 3-month exhibit, ArtWorks is also pleased to host a special photographic display in
partnership with the Center for Photographic Art to present “PhotoCarmel: A Celebration of
Photography on the Central Coast”. This exhibit will feature the works of Sylvia Gardner, Deborah
Good, and Lillie Grossman as they present their unique perspectives and will join a month-long
celebration of photography at various galleries and venues through exhibits, workshops, and events
across the Central Coast.

The community is invited to explore the rest of ArtWorks @Salinas Studios and Gallery, which
features over 10 local artists and artisans on display weekly and during First Friday of each month for
a special Artist Reception, all open free to the public.

Location: ArtWorks @Salinas 262 Main Street, Salinas

Gallery Hours: Friday - Sunday: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM, Special Artist Receptions each First Friday of the
month at 5:00 PM

For more on ArtWorks @Salinas visit, arts4mc.org/artworks. To learn more about the Center for
Photographic Art celebration, visit bit.ly/photocarmelcelebration.
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Arts Council for Monterey County (Arts4MC) is committed to enhancing the quality of life for all residents in our region
through the arts. We provide a variety of ways to make art more accessible to everyone, including but not limited to
providing Arts Education programs through schools and community organizations, offering business resources for artists
and nonprofits through BusinessWorks, creating studio and public art spaces for local artists by Curating Public
Exhibitions and via ArtWorks, awarding Scholarships, and providing Grant Funding to individual artists and nonprofits
for community programs and events related to arts and culture. To learn more, visit arts4mc.org.
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Featured Artist Exhibiting:

“Home: From the Valley to the Peninsula”

Javier Lopez, Jr.

Born in Salinas and raised in South Monterey County, Lopez graduated from Fresno

State with a degree in Studio Art. Lopez returned home to Greenfield where he works
,inoils and acrylics to create representational paintings of the landscape and people
L he grew up around.

Photography Exhibit:
“PhotoCarmel: A Celebration of Photography on the Central Coast”

Sylvia Gardner

A digital photographer and designer, Gardner specializes in black and white
photography, capturing architectural details, abstract patterns, and more, with her
work earning recognition from prestigious organizations like the Black & White Spider
Awards and the Center for Photographic Art Carmel.

Deborah Good

A photographer and painter, Good captures nature’s interplay of light and water in
her abstract creek photography inspired by her time at Tassajara Zen Mountain
Center. With a BFA and a career shift from art direction to fine art, she has exhibited
widely and serves as Exhibit Curator for the Arts Council for Monterey County.

Lillie Grossman

An enthusiastic photographer, presenting both representational and documentary
style images. Grossman’s subjects are diverse: portraits, landscapes, and urban
architecture. She likes to observe and record what is unfolding, using photography as
an ideal medium for exploring life and the impact of the environment we live in.
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PARA PUBLICACION INMEDIATA

Contacto: Nelly Otsu, Directora de Comunicaciones
Arts Council for Monterey County

831-622-9060 x 110 nelly@arts4mc.org

Artista del Sur del Condado de Monterey, Javier Lépez Jr. debuta nueva
exposicion en ArtWorks @Salinas: «Hogar: Del Valle a la Peninsula»

[MONTEREY, CA. 20 de marzo, 2025] ArtWorks se complace en anunciar su proxima exposicion,
«Hogar: Del Valle a la Peninsula», que presenta las impresionantes obras del artista local Javier
Lopez Jr. Esta exposicion estara abierta del 4 de abril al 27 de junio de 2025 en ArtWorks de Salinas.

Nacido en Salinas y criado en medio del encantador paisaje del sur del Condado de Monterey, Javier
Lopez Jr. da vida a la esencia de su hogar a través de sus impresionantes pinturas al 6leo y acrilicas.
Graduado en Arte en el Estudio por la Universidad Estatal de Fresno, Javier regreso a Greenfield para
sumergirse en la captura de los paisajes y las personas que dieron forma a su educacion. Sus obras
son un sentido homenaje a la impresionante belleza natural de la region y a su vibrante y unida
comunidad.

«Con pintura al éleo sobre lienzo, interpreto mi experiencia de vivir en el Condado de Monterey,
desde el Valle de Salinas hasta la Peninsula de Monterey», explica Lopez. «Desde hacer senderismo
por nuestros parques hasta simplemente salir a la calle para admirar una puesta de sol o un
amanecer, trabajo para capturar esos momentos fugaces de la belleza que se puede descubrir en
nuestra zona, una oda al hogar».

Como parte de esta exposicion de tres meses, ArtWorks también se complace en acoger una muestra
fotografica especial en colaboracion con el Centro de Arte Fotografico para presentar «PhotoCarmel:
Una Celebracion de la Fotografia en la Costa Central». La exposicidon contara con las obras de las
fotdgrafas Sylvia Gardner, Deborah Good y Lillie Grossman, que presentaran sus perspectivas Unicas,
y se unira a un mes de celebracién de la fotografia en diversas galerias, museos y lugares de toda la
Costa Central mediante exposiciones, talleres y eventos.

La comunidad esta invitada a explorar el resto de ArtWorks @Salinas Estudios y Galeria, que cuenta
con mas de 10 artistas locales y artesanos en exhibicion cada semana y durante el primer viernes de
cada mes para una recepcion especial del artista, todo abierto al publico de forma gratuita.

Ubicacion: ArtWorks @Salinas 262 Main Street, Salinas
Horario de la Galeria: Viernes - Domingo: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM, Recepciones Especiales de Artistas
cada Primer Viernes del mes a las 5:00 PM

Para mas informacion sobre ArtWorks @Salinas visite, arts4mc.org/artworks. Para saber mas sobre la
celebracion del Centro de Arte Fotografico, visite bit.ly/photocarmelcelebration.
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Arts Council for Monterey County (Arts4MC) se compromete a mejorar la calidad de vida de todos los residentes de
nuestra region através de las artes. Ofrecemos una variedad de maneras de hacer el arte mds accesible a todos,
incluyendo, pero no limitado a proporcionar programas de Educacion Artistica a través de escuelas y organizaciones
comunitarias, ofreciendo recursos de negocios para artistas y organizaciones sin fines de lucro a través de BusinessWorks,
la creacion de espacios de estudio y de arte publico para artistas locales mediante la Curaduria De Exposiciones Publicas
y a través de ArtWorks, la concesion de Becas, y la concesion de Subvenciones a artistas individuales y organizaciones sin
fines de lucro para programas comunitarios y eventos relacionados con las artes y la cultura. Para mds informacion, visite
arts4mc.org.
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Artista Destacado Exponiendo:

«Hogar: Del Valle a la Peninsula»

Javier Lopez, Jr.

Nacido en Salinas y criado en el sur del Condado de Monterey, Lopez se gradud en
Arte en el Estudio en Fresno State. Lopez regreso a su casa en Greenfield, donde
trabaja con o6leos y acrilicos para crear pinturas representativas del paisaje y la gente

}. con la que crecio.

Exposicion fotografica:

«PhotoCarmel: Una Celebracién de la Fotografia en la Costa Central»

Sylvia Gardner

Fotografa digital y disefadora, Gardner esta especializada en fotografia en blanco y
negro, capturando detalles de arquitectura, patrones abstractos y mucho mas, y su
trabajo ha obtenido el reconocimiento de prestigiosas organizaciones como los Black
& White Spider Awards y el Centro de Arte Fotografico Carmel.

Deborah Good

Fotdgrafa y pintora, Good capta la interaccion de la luz y el agua en su fotografia
abstracta de arroyos, inspirada en su estancia en el Centro de Montana Zen Tassajara.
Tras licenciarse en Bellas Artes y cambiar de direccion artistica a bellas artes, ha
realizado numerosas exposiciones y es comisaria de exposiciones para el Consejo de
las Artes del Condado de Monterey.

Lillie Grossman

Fotdgrafo entusiasta, presenta imagenes tanto de estilo representativo como
documental. Los temas de Grossman son diversos: retratos, paisajes y arquitectura
urbana. Le gusta observar y registrar lo que ocurre, utilizando la fotografia como
medio ideal para explorar la vida y el impacto del entorno en que vivimos.
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