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Arts4MC Announces Winner of the 2025 Monterey County Poetry Out Loud

Competition
CJ Winter from York School Advances to State Poetry Out Loud Competition

[MARINA, CA. FEBRUARY 1, 2025] The Arts Council for Monterey County (Arts4MC) is delighted to
announce the winner of the 2025 Monterey County Poetry Out Loud (POL) competition. On Saturday,
February 1st, talented students from five high schools gathered at the Marina Library Community
Room to compete in this prestigious event.

First Place: Second Place: Third Place:
CJ Winter from York School Ignacio Mendez, Jr. Liliana Papandreopoulos
from Alisal High School from Pacific Grove High School
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During the competition, students recited poems selected from an anthology of over 1,200 works. The
judges evaluated each performance based on voice clarity, articulation, accuracy, and the depth of
understanding demonstrated. After two captivating rounds, CJ Winter emerged as the 2025 POL
Champion.

“l spent a lot of time practicing with my teachers, and the majority of my free periods were spent
refining my poems, so | feel like that hard work really paid off,” shared Winter, this year's champion.
“I’m grateful to my teachers for helping me to refine that.”

The journey for these students began in the fall of 2024 when high schools held their local
competitions. Finalists and runner-ups were then invited to compete at the county level.

“It’s inspiring to witness these students perform. Each one brought their best to the stage, displaying
their unwavering dedication and passion,” said Laurie Bend, Chair of the Arts4MC Board. “The Poetry
Out Loud program creates a remarkable opportunity for this powerful form of expression.”
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The champion was awarded $150, while the second and third-place winners received $100 and $50,
respectively. All other participants were given $25. Arts4MC extends heartfelt thanks to the schools,
teachers, and everyone who supported the event this year. We eagerly anticipate next fall’s
competition!

Next up, Winter will represent Monterey County at the California Poetry Out Loud contest on March
16 - 17. The state competition winner will receive a $200 cash prize and advance to the national
finals in spring. At the national level, $50,000 in awards and stipends will be distributed among the
winners, and the champion's school will receive $500 for poetry materials. The first runner-up in each
state will receive a $100 cash prize and $200 for their school or organization. The Poetry Foundation
manages all aspects of the national finals, including monetary prizes and travel arrangements.

To learn how to get involved this upcoming season, visit arts4mc.org. For more information about the
California Poetry Out Loud contest, please visit capoetryoutloud.org or poetryoutloud.org.
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Arts Council for Monterey County (Arts4MC) is committed to enhancing the quality of life for all residents in our region
through the arts. We provide a variety of ways to make art more accessible to everyone, including but not limited to
providing Arts Education programs through schools and community organizations, offering business resources for artists
and nonprofits through BusinessWorks, creating studio and public art spaces for local artists by Curating Public
Exhibitions and via ArtWorks, awarding Scholarships, and providing Grant Funding to individual artists and nonprofits
for community programs and events related to arts and culture. To learn more, visit arts4mc.org.

Poetry Out Loud is a national arts education program that promotes the study of great poetry among high school students
across the United States. This program is presented in partnership with the Arts Council for Monterey County, the National
Endowment for the Arts, the Poetry Foundation, and the California Arts Council. It provides free educational materials
and a dynamic recitation competition to encourage students to engage with poetry and showcase their skills. They have
developed free, standards-based curriculum materials including lesson plans, a teacher’s guide, posters, an online
anthology, and video and audio resources on the art of recitation. These resources are readily available for free on
PoetryOutLoud.org.
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Arts4MC Anuncia el Ganador del Concurso de Poetry Out Loud 2025

del Condado de Monterey
CJ Winter de York School pasa al Concurso Estatal de Poetry Out Loud

[MARINA, CA. 1 DE FEBRERO DE 2025] El Consejo de las Artes del Condado de Monterey (Arts4MC) se
complace en anunciar el ganador del concurso Poetry Out Loud (POL) del Condado de Monterey de
2025. El sabado 1 de febrero, estudiantes talentosos de cinco escuelas secundarias se reunieron en la
Sala Comunitaria de la Biblioteca de Marina para competir en este prestigioso evento.

Primer Lugar: Segundo Lugar: Tercer Lugar:
CJ Winter de York School Ignacio Mendez, Jr. Liliana Papandreopoulos
de Alisal High School de Pacific Grove High School

ARTS COUNCIL

‘or Monterey County

terey County for Monterey

ARTS Coul

for Monterey C

\

INCIL , gRTS CO!

County

for Monterey,

Durante el concurso, los alumnos recitaron poemas seleccionados de una antologia de mas de 1,200
obras. Los jueces evaluaron cada actuacion basandose en la claridad de la voz, la articulacion, la
precision y la profundidad de la comprension demostrada. Tras dos rondas cautivadoras, CJ Winter se
proclamo¢ finalista de POL 2025.

«Pasé mucho tiempo practicando con mis profesores, y la mayoria de mis ratos libres los dediqué a
perfeccionar mis poemas, asi que siento que ese gran esfuerzo realmente valio la pena», compartio
Winter, finalista de este ano. «Estoy agradecid@ a mis profesores por ayudarme a perfeccionarlos».

El viaje de estos estudiantes comenzo en el otono del 2024, cuando los las secundarias celebraron sus
competiciones locales. A continuacion, los finalistas y subcampeones fueron invitados a competir a
nivel del Condado.
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«Es inspirador ver las presentaciones de estos estudiantes. Cada uno de ellos dio lo mejor de si en el
escenario, mostrando su inquebrantable dedicacion y pasion», dijo Laurie Bend, Presidenta de la
Junta Directiva de Arts4MC. «El programa Poetry Out Loud crea una oportunidad extraordinaria para
esta poderosa forma de expresion».

Primer lugar recibié $150, mientras que el segundo y tercer clasificados recibieron $100 y $50,
respectivamente. Todos los demas participantes recibieron $25. Arts4MC expresa su mas sincero
agradecimiento a las escuelas, los profesores y a todos los que apoyaron el evento este ano.
Esperamos con impaciencia el concurso del proximo otofno.

A continuacion, Winter representara al Condado de Monterey en el concurso de Poetry Out Loud de
California el 16 y 17 de marzo. El ganador del concurso estatal recibira un premio en efectivo de
$200 y avanzara a las finales nacionales en la primavera. A nivel nacional, se distribuiran $50 en
premios y estipendios entre los ganadores, y la escuela del campeodn recibira $500 para materiales de
poesia. El primer finalista de cada estado recibira un premio en metalico de $100 y $200 para su
escuela u organizacion. La Fundacion para la Poesia gestiona todos los aspectos de las finales
nacionales, incluidos los premios monetarios y los preparativos del viaje.

Para saber como participar en la proxima temporada, visite arts4mc.org. Para mas informacion sobre

el concurso California Poetry Out Loud, visite capoetryoutloud.org o poetryoutloud.org.

HitH

Arts Council for Monterey County (Arts4MC) se compromete a mejorar la calidad de vida de todos los residentes de
nuestra region através de las artes. Ofrecemos una variedad de maneras de hacer el arte mds accesible a todos,
incluyendo, pero no limitado a proporcionar programas de Educacion Artistica a través de escuelas y organizaciones
comunitarias, ofreciendo recursos de negocios para artistas y organizaciones sin fines de lucro a través de BusinessWorks,
la creacion de espacios de estudio y de arte publico para artistas locales mediante la Curaduria De Exposiciones Publicas
y a través de ArtWorks, la concesion de Becas, y la concesion de Subvenciones a artistas individuales y organizaciones sin
fines de lucro para programas comunitarios y eventos relacionados con las artes y la cultura. Para mds informacion, visite
arts4mc.org.

Poetry Out Loud es un programa nacional de educacidn artistica que promueve el estudio de la gran poesia entre los
estudiantes de secundaria de todo Estados Unidos. Este programa se presenta en colaboracion con el Arts Council for
Condado de Monterey, el National Endowment for the Arts, la Poetry Foundation y el California Arts Council. Proporciona
material educativo gratuito y un dindmico concurso de recitacién para animar a los estudiantes a dedicarse a la poesia y
mostrar sus habilidades. Han desarrollado materiales curriculares gratuitos y basados en estdndares, que incluyen planes
de clase, una guia del profesor, carteles, una antologia en linea y recursos de video y audio sobre el arte del recitado.
Estos recursos estdn disponibles gratuitamente en PoetryOutLoud.org.
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